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I am again in labor until
Christ is formed in you.
—Gal. 4:19 NASB

The Pre-New Testament “Word of God”
What is the first thing you think of when some says “the Word of God”? Most of us automatically think of the Scriptures when we hear that phrase. But what if those first Christians had a different notion of “the Word of God”? What if they had a more powerful and transformative notion? What if their concept of “the Word” could explain and simplify the Scriptures? Or Christianity itself? What if it could explain the expansive growth of the church in those first few centuries? What if their concept of “the Word" could align us with God Himself?
We have been trained to think Bible when someone says “the Word of God”. We typically see the
two as synonyms. Ever since we started going to church, someone would hold up the Bible and
say something like “The Bible is the perfect word of God”. This equation has been reinforced
thousands of times for most of us, and there is no reason to think otherwise… Right?
But the reality is, this is not the teaching of those earliest believers. Let me say it again. This “the
Bible is the word of God” equation was not the understanding of those first century followers.
(Yes, I know this is probably unsettling, if not extremely disturbing—but bear with me. For the
sake of Christ, for the sake of Truth, consider for a moment that God’s “Word” is more powerful
and transformative than the apostles’ letters).
Now let me be clear. I am not negating the Bible, nor am I suggesting that it is not inspired. I am
simply saying that today’s Christianity defines “the word” differently than those in the first
century did.
I have probably spent 10 thousand hours studying and contemplating
the “Word”(gr. logos) of the first century, and its related topics. And
the conclusions and ramifications of what I’ve come to understand
are astounding… and a bit frightening. But here is the reality— the
“logos” (word) of the first century believer is very different than our
current nebulous thinking.

Think about it

How, specifically, did
those first Christians
follow Christ?

Their “logos” was simply about following Jesus. It was a message that was beyond words— a
message of God, of Spirit, of love, and our own image-of-God-likeness. It was simply what Jesus
taught His disciples, at the communion table, on the night before he goes to the cross:
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved
you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another. —John 13:34-35 NASB
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This was their “Word of God”. This was their reference point. This was their New Covenant.
Their “word of God” was not a collection of letters. It was simply this instruction of Christ-likeness:
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ… But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love. —Ephesians 4:11-13,15-16 KJV
(Note: The Purpose of the Bible: The Bible was not written to be the centerpiece of our faith. It
was written to point us to the centerpiece (Christ Jesus). It was not written to be some sort of new
standard for life and godliness. It was written to tell us about the One who is the standard for life
and godliness. It was not written to be a path for righteousness, but rather, so that we may see the
righteous path of godliness (in Jesus the Messiah). It was written to inform people about Christ,
and what it means to follow Him. (See A-111)
But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart
and a good conscience and a sincere faith. —1Tim.1:5
NASB
The “logos”(word) was a metonymy for this new commandment.2
This “word” is what caused His disciples to sacrifice everything. It
was an explicit instruction of God-likeness. This message was
about spiritual alignment with a man who goes to the cross for his
enemies. It was a commandment of transformation… and it was
pointed directly at the heart of man.

When we think that
God’s message comes
through words and
thoughts, we minimize
His ultimate message of
Jesus and the cross.

The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking
new landscapes, but in having new eyes.
—Marcel Proust

1

Also in Think Like Paul there are 5 detailed lessons on the role and purpose of the Scriptures.

2

Other metonymies for this ‘New Commandment were “the truth”, “the word of truth”, “the good news”,
“the doctrine of the Lord”, “the law of Christ”, “the perfect law of liberty”, “the word of the cross”, “the
word of reconciliation”…
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For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
—Hebrews 4:12 NASB
God’s Statement
The Greek word is “logos”. It means “word”, “message” or “statement”. It does not mean “New
Testament”. It does not mean “Old Testament”. It does not mean “a future collection of
writings”. It simply means “statement" or “message”. And when it is attached to the definite article “the”, then it is a reference to God’s New Commandment (which Jesus gives when He institutes the New Covenant).
So think of it this way:
The phrase ‘the word of God’ means ‘the statement of God’, and God’s statement is Christ…
Or more specifically… Jesus’ commandment to ‘love one another as I have loved you’. (Jn.
13:34; 15:12)
Everything I have come to learn reinforces this one particular
instruction of God… which comes simply to…
Be… like… Christ.

But speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in all aspects into
Him who is the head, even Christ.
—Eph. 4:15 NASB

That’s it. That is everything…
Yes… E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I-N-G… There is no-thing of value outside of this notion… I mean, there
is no significance in traditions, worship, or even doctrines… well… unless they are in service to
‘Christ’ (the development of God’s image on earth). Yes, I know this seems a bit crazy, but this is
why He is called the ‘Alpha and Omega’, the ‘Word’, the ‘foundation’, and the ‘Way’. (This will
become more clear as we untangle today’s religiousness with the first century faith).
For the first century Christian, Jesus was not establishing a religion. He was revealing a faith. He
wasn’t declaring a new and correct set of traditions or works, He was pouring out a spirit. He
wasn’t writing down God’s message on scrolls. He was carving it into hearts. He was an ambassador for both God and the godlikeness within all of us. He was the Messenger and the message,
the Law-Giver and the law itself. He was a perishable man demonstrating that which is imperishable. He was, and still is, a genuine pathway back to the Creator.
Great, Fantastic, Amazing News
Here is the great, fantastic news of Christ: God really, really, really cares about you. You know
the expression “love you to death”? …The infinite Spirit (the Being that created the universe for
mankind (which means He made it for you)) is not worried about our procedures, our doctrines,
or even the sounds that come out of our mouths. He simply wants His spiritual likeness in us.
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That is God’s ultimate answer. That was the ultimate message
of Jesus and His apostles. That was the reason and purpose for
spiritual gifts, their letters, and the church itself. They had one
purpose, one priority, and one goal for everything— Christlikeness (the revealing and pouring out of God’s Spirit).

The “Word of God”
A new commandment I
give to you, that you love
one another, even as I
have loved you, that you
also love one another.
—John 13:34 NASB

God’s ‘new' standard for humanity is Christ. It is coming to an
ever increasing awareness and manifestation of His love. It is
the putting on of Jesus’ Spirit. Their faith was about adoring
the eternal purposes of God through this carpenter from
Nazareth. Their bread was the partaking of His Spirit. And their kingdom was being in subjection
to this new King.
God’s purpose of sending Jesus was not to pass judgment, but to reveal His ultimate message.
He was not making naughty and nice lists. He was revealing righteousness itself. He wasn’t proclaiming mankind’s inadequacies. He was offering us the healing salve of His own loving Spirit.
He was not establishing a religious system. He was pouring out a river of aliveness. The
Almighty did not send His Son to a cross, so that we may cling to a collection of writings. He
sent His own Spirit so that we may come to greater awareness of what we are and who we are.
Their path was Christ. Their walk was understanding His walk. Their goal was His likeness. Jesus Christ did not only embody perfection, He was righteousness, knowledge, power, wisdom,
truth, and the way. He was a real human revealing the image-of-God-within.
Bible-Centered or Christ-Centered?
What is the purpose of the Bible? Did those first believers write their letters to be some sort of
‘new standard’? Or did they write their letters to teach and encourage people to be more like
Christ? When did their letters become known as ‘the word’? What specifically did they consider
to be ‘the word’ (before their letters were written)? What specifically was the ‘word’ that was
working inside of them?
The Bible is an amazing resource… It teaches us about Christ, and
great spiritual truths, but here is my question: “Are we using those
letters in the manner the authors intended?”

Think about it

How, specifically, did
those first Christians
‘obey the word’?

Years ago I challenged myself to read the Scriptures from a first century perspective (without many of today’s religious notions). I strove
to understand the purpose of the Apostle Paul (particularly in relation to his specific instructions
to different churches). While I found spiritual purposes in all of his teachings, I also became increasingly aware of 3 glaring realities of those first Christians:
1. Christ was everything to those first believers
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2. The role/purpose of the Scriptures = Christ (teaching Jesus, and building people up in
His likeness)3
3. The purpose of the apostles = the spreading of the ‘Logos’
Let me say it differently. The purpose of the Old Testament was to lead us to Christ (Gal. 3:24),
while the purpose of the New Testament writers, was to point us back to Christ. So, in other
words— the Bible’s purpose is ‘Christ’!
Let me say it again:
The NT letters were written to point us to back to God’s Standard = Jesus!4
…And everything… I mean everything… reinforces this one idea!!!

3

This is detailed in ‘Think Like Paul: Searching for the Message that Changed the World’

4

The New Testament letters were inspired and accurate, but they were not written to be ‘God’s new
standard’. Jesus was everything to those first believers.
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How the New Commandment Answers Key Theological Questions

What was/is the ‘Word of God’?
What is God’s ‘New Commandment’?
What is the ‘law of Christ’?
What is God’s ‘New Covenant’ with mankind?
What is ‘following Christ’?

A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another,
even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another.
—Jn 13:34-35 NASB

What was ‘the way’?

Christ (likeness) Jn.14:6

What did it mean to ‘walk in the light’?

Christ (likeness) 1Jn.1:7

What did it mean to ‘abide in Christ’?

Christ (likeness) 1Jn.2:24

What was righteousness?

Christ (likeness) 1Cor.1:30; 2Cor.5:21

What was God’s goal/purpose for mankind?

Christ (likeness) Gal.4:19

What was the goal or purpose of the Scriptures?

Christ (likeness) Rom.15:4-7;1Tim.1:5;
2Tim.3:14-17

What was godly knowledge?

Christ (likeness) 1Cor. 2:2

What was ‘the truth’?

Christ (likeness) Jn.14:6; 2Cor.4:2

What was ‘the faith’?

Christ (likeness) Heb.12:2

What does it mean to be a ‘perfect’?

Christ (likeness) Mt.5:43-48

What is the Holy Spirit?

Christ (likeness) Rom.8:9

What was/is the purpose of the Law?

Christ (likeness) Gal.3:24

What was the goal of the law?

Christ (likeness) Rom.10:4

What is the purpose of church/assembly?

Christ (likeness) Heb.10:24-25

What is the purpose of communion?

Christ (likeness) 1Cor.11:17-34

How do we bring glory to God?

Christ (likeness) Heb. 1:3

How does God now speak to us?

Christ (likeness) Heb. 1:2

How do we effectively evangelize?

Christ (likeness) Jn.13:34

What/who are we immersed into?

Christ (likeness) Rom.6:3-6

What is the Kingdom of God?

Christ (likeness) Rom. 14:17; 1Thes.
2:11-13; 2Pet.1:3-12

What is our standard?

Christ (likeness) 2Cor.5:1-10
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